
Selah City Council Minutes 3/11/03 

City of Selah 
Council Minutes 

of 
March 11, 2003 

 
 
Regular Meeting 
Selah Council Chambers 
115 West Naches Avenue 
Selah, WA  98942 
 
A. Call to Order  Mayor Bob Jones called the meeting to order at 4:00pm. 
 
B. Roll Call 
 

Members Present: Ron Deatherage, Jerry Kobes, Keith Larson, Pete McNew, Allen Schmid, 
Herb Schmidt, Scott Smeback 

 
Members Excused:  
 
Staff Present: Frank Sweet, City Supervisor; Rick Gutierrez, Police Chief; Dennis 

Davison, Community Planner; Joe Henne, Public Works Director; Dale 
Novobielski, Clerk/Treasurer; Jeff Hagler, Parks & Rec Director 

 
C. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Councilman McNew led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Pastor Lowell Welker led the group in prayer. 
 
D. Agenda Changes 
 
Mayor Jones noted the addition of Item G – 2 a  - Letter from Monica Weyhe Re. 2003 Appropriation for 
Yakima Valley Regional Library Contract. 
 
E. Public Appearances 
 
Mayor Jones announced Kathy Pratt will receive the Community Pride Award in recognition of her 
twenty years of service to the Selah Parks Board.  Parks & Recreation Director Jeff Hagler stated Ms. 
Pratt could not attend today’s meeting, but he will get the award to her. 
 
F. Getting To Know Our Businesses 
 
G. Communications 
 

1. Oral 
 

2. Written 
 

a. Letter from Monica Weyhe Re. 2003 Appropriation for Yakima Valley Regional 
Library Contract 
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Mayor Jones stated he and City Supervisor Frank Sweet met with Monica Weyhe at 1:30pm today, and 
they had ideologically “agreed to disagree.”   
 
Councilman Schmid noted that a couple of things bother him about the letter.  First, the Council has said 
nothing to indicate it will not meet its contractual obligation to the YVRL by the end of the year, rather 
it adopted a balanced budget recognizing that the financial picture changes as the year proceeds.  He 
stated that secondly the YVRL seems to be making efforts to “keep the fire burning” under this issue.  
He cited as an example not only sending this letter to the Mayor and Council, but also copying it to 
individuals in the Selah community, the YVRL board and attorneys.  He noted the Council is trying to 
get through financial limitations and put a positive spin on things rather than looking at the negatives.  
He concluded by saying that the contract stipulates when the City can notify the YVRL if it intends to 
discontinue the contract, so the Council does not need to inform the YVRL until that time. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he assured both Ms. Weyhe and Chairman Carl King that while the City will make 
every effort to meet the terms of the library contract, it does have other serious obligations as well.  He 
noted his perception is that the Yakima Valley Regional Library wants Selah to promote an annexation 
into the library district.   
 
Councilman Schmid agreed, stating the YVRL Board as much as told Selah Council Members 
annexation is the only way the City could change its relationship with the YVRL. 
 
Councilman Schmidt called Council Members’ attention to an AWC report of pending legislation which 
would provide for the election of governing bodies of library districts.  Councilman Schmid asked the 
Administrative Assistant to copy the articles for Council Members. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he assured Ms. Weyhe the City will work with the YVRL, but that he does not see 
the City promoting the annexation petition.  He stated the City is run as a business, and he praised the 
Council’s attention to City business and improvements made in recent belt-tightening years.  He stated 
Ms. Weyhe responded that the library does not take cuts. 
 
Councilman McNew asked what the procedures are regarding annexation.  He asked if the City is the 
only body that can initiate annexation. 
 
Councilman Schmid clarified that anyone can initiate a movement to annex; however, the local 
governing body has to approve it or it won’t go to a vote of the people. 
 
Councilman McNew asked if it would become a dead issue if the Council chooses not to approve it. 
 
Mayor Jones reported that Yakima Mayor Mary Place told him the YVRL Board refused to meet with a 
blue ribbon committee of Yakima’s Council.  He noted annexation would mean that the community of 
Selah would be putting up about $400,000 a year for Selah’s library. 
 
Councilman Kobes suggested holding an Executive Session between the Selah City Council and the 
Yakima Valley Regional Library Board. 
 
City Supervisor Frank Sweet stated he thinks it would likely be legal to hold an executive session with 
the Yakima Valley Regional Library Board, but that he doubts that would ever happen.  He stated Ms. 
Weyhe told him her board is not interested in any proposals that will not benefit their board; annexation 
is it.  He stated he would follow up on the proposal for a joint executive session. 
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Councilman Schmid stated he is “blown away” by the fact that an entity with a $4-5 million budget does 
not have a capital account for expansion or buildings. 
 
Councilman Schmidt asked if the funds the Yakima Valley Regional Library receives are public funds.  
Then he asked who holds the YVRL accountable. 
 
Councilman Schmid suggested the City should be able to request an audit of YVRL funds. 
 
Mayor Jones stated he still hopes the City can get a dialogue going with the regional library, that clearly 
they are not listening to the initiatives voters have promoted.  He noted voters are increasingly 
suspicious of governmental entities that have continued to function despite severe budget cuts. 
 
Councilman McNew said it is time the Council should find something pro-active to do about this 
situation. 
 
H. Proclamations/Announcements 
 
I. Consent Agenda 
 
All items listed with an asterisk (*) were considered as part of the Consent Agenda. 
 

* 1. Approval of Minutes:  February 25, 2003 
 

* 2. Approval of Claims & Payroll – Claims check nos. 40466 - 40550 for a total of  
$176,567.27 and Payroll checks nos. 50672 - 50751 for a total of $116,562.70. 

 
Mayor Bob Jones read the Consent Agenda. 
 
Councilman Schmid moved and Councilman Larson seconded to adopt the Consent Agenda.  By voice 
vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
J. Public Hearings 
 
K. New Business 
 
L. Old Business 
 
M. Resolutions 

 
N. Ordinances 
 

1. Ordinance Amending Ordinance Amending Ordinance #1028 (Truck Route) Prohibiting 
Right Hand Turns from South First Street to East Naches Avenue 

 
Public Works Director Joe Henne reviewed the history of this issue, noting the signs prohibiting these 
turns are in place, but trucks are still turning.  He stated existing signs at First and Naches and at First 
Street and First Avenue are too small for truck drivers to easily notice, particularly because most truck 
drivers are from out of town. 
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Mayor Jones noted what we really need is to get Wenas “punched through” to Fifth street for a truck route. 
 
Joe Henne noted this Ordinance gives police officers the ability to cite drivers who violate it.   
 
Councilman Scott Smeback suggested routing trucks from Interstate 82 through the Firing Center access to 
the City (disallowing the South 1st exit). 
 
Chief Gutierrez suggested flashing lights or flags on top of the “no turn” signs. 
 
Councilman Schmid moved and Councilman Schmidt seconded to approve the Ordinance Amending 
Ordinance Amending Ordinance #1028 (Truck Route) Prohibiting Right Hand Turns from South First 
Street to East Naches Avenue.  Roll was taken.  Councilman Smeback – yes; Councilman Schmidt – 
yes; Councilman Schmid – yes; Councilman McNew – yes, Councilman Larson – yes; Councilman 
Kobes – yes; Councilman Deatherage – yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

* 2. Ordinance Amending the 2003 Budget for the Administrative Assistant’s and the Code  
Enforcement Officer’s Payroll and Personnel Benefits 

 
O. Communications 
 

1. Oral 
 
P. Reports/Announcements 
 

1. Mayor 
2. Council Members 
3. Boards 
4. Departmental 

 
a. Selah Municipal Court Monthly Report – February 2003 
b. Civic Center 2002 Year-End Report 

 
Parks & Recreation Director Jeff Hagler thanked the Council for coming down to tour the Civic Center 
as today’s Study Session. 
 
Public Works Director Joe Henne noted Community Days are coming and to let him know if anyone has 
any projects.  He noted he wants to talk with the Mayor and Mr. Sweet about West Naches and Crusher 
Canyon Road connection.  Councilman Schmidt suggested the Council and staff need to pay careful 
attention to how the Crusher Canyon project is “plotted out.”  City Supervisor Frank Sweet stated the 
project will likely be coming back before Council. 
 
Community Planner Dennis Davison reported construction activities are increasing 
 
Councilman Deatherage stated that volunteers’ work at the Civic Center is a true example of 
Community Pride. 
 
Councilman Schmidt noted that the capital facilities committee will meet Tuesday the 18th at 4:00pm. 
 
Councilman Allen Schmid stated a couple of Larsons should be considered for Community Pride 
awards.  He asked if there is a dust control plan for City lots.  He reported having attended a meeting 
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between trustees of the Elks Club and Dean and Troy Laurvick and their attorney on February 28th .  He 
stated the Elks have proposed a price of $10,000 and requested to see plans for shielding the north side 
of a fairway; in addition they proposed signage on Fairway 14.  He noted Elks are not interested in 
talking anymore about junior golf.  He stated Laurvicks said they would have to go home and think 
about it, and he has not heard further.  He stated he reiterated the strong position of the City, which 
stipulates that no business license will be issued until the clubhouse is built and sewer and water are 
hooked up. 
 
Councilman Pete McNew thanked the Mayor and Kiwanis for the Prayer Breakfast.  He noted the 
Business Expo was a nice event. 
 
Mayor Jones asked Lowell Welker to pass on his and the Council’s thanks to the Ministerial Association 
for the Prayer Breakfast.  He reported he has been working with the EOC to find new quarters.  He 
reported North Park is coming along.  He praised the Public Works crew and their willingness to carry 
out his projects, most recently at North Park. 
 
Q. Executive Session 
 
R. Adjournment 
 
Council Member Schmid moved and Council Member Kobes seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  
With voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 4:57pm. 
 
 

____________________________________  
Robert L. Jones, Mayor  

 
____________________________________   ____________________________________   
Ronald Deatherage, Council Member  Keith Larson, Council Member 
 
____________________________________   ____________________________________   
Gerald Kobes, Council Member   Peter McNew, Council Member 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Allen Schmid, Council Member   Herb Schmidt, Council Member 
 
____________________________________ 
Scott Smeback, Council Member 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________  
Dale E. Novobielski, Clerk/Treasurer 


	B.	Roll Call
	Pledge of Allegiance
	Agenda Changes
	Public Appearances
	F.	Getting To Know Our Businesses
	Communications
	Proclamations/Announcements
	Consent Agenda
	Public Hearings
	New Business
	Old Business
	Resolutions
	Ordinances
	Communications
	Reports/Announcements
	Adjournment

